
Transcription of two letters and one newspaper clipping sent to Senator Albert Gore, Sr. about the 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka court ruling in 1954. 

 

[Start transcription of letter one of two] 

[Street address redacted] 
Memphis, Tenn. 
May 21, 1954 
 
The Hon. Senator Albert Gore, 
United States Senate Bldg., 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Dear Senator Gore: 
 
 I am one of thousands in the South who is very disturbed over the Supreme Court Ruling on 
segregation. 
 
 The voice of America has placed great value on this ruling as propaganda to broadcast to the 
world to combat communism. 
 
 But what about the effect here in the United States? At a time when internal unity here is so 
vital, why does the U.S. Government take actions and measures that it knows full well will stir up 
bitterness and hatred among a large section of the nation? 
 
 Why do the officials insist on forcing upon the South regulations that are against all moral and 
social customs of this area? 
 
 Is not this the very thing the Communists desire—to see us divided among ourselves? Is not this 
a greater victory for the Communists to see us fighting among ourselves than the questionable value of 
the broadcast propaganda to Asia? 
 
 Non-segregation in the schools is just the beginning. The N.A.A.C.P. has already announced that 
it intends to fight to remove all segregation. 
 
 The people of the South feel that they also have a constitutional right to associate with people 
of their own choosing. Also that the States have rights guaranteed them under the Constitution. Is the 
Federal Government going to abolish all these? 
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The present day trend seems to be rule by minority and pressure groups. But I thought a 
democracy was supposed to be the rule of the majority. The colored peoples in the U.S. are certainly not 
the majority. 
 
 I sincerely hope that you, as Senator from Tennessee, will do all in your power to counteract the 
ruling on segregation. 



Yours very truly, 
 

[First Name redacted] Mapson (?) 
 
[End transcript of letter 1] 
 
 
[Begin transcript of letter 2] 
 
Harrington, Tenn. 
July 7, 1954 
 
Dear Senator Gore, 
 
 I am what I consider to be an average American, and a Southerner, although I have lived both 
North and South. The reason I am in the South today is because I could not agree with the public school 
system in effect in the Northern city where I resided. I have two children. 
 
 The recent decision by the Supreme Court against segregation in public schools, nation-wide, is 
in my opinion a direct appeasement of Communism. After all, who wants this non-segregation? It is the 
Northern politician who wants the Negro vote, and Communism—certainly not the whites and Southern 
Negro. How this decision was brought out against the will of over fifty-million free American citizens is 
beyond my comprehension. 
  
 The point I want to impress is this: When the Supreme Court hands down a decree I hope the 
Almighty will give you power to combat any stiff legislation to enforce this decree or decrees. Such 
legislation could only bring mass slaughter to the South, not only to adults but thousands of small 
innocent children, both white and colored. I believe you will conduct your office to the best interest of 
the majority of the general public.  
 
 A citizen,  
 
 [First name redacted] Sandlin (?) 
 
[End transcript of letter 2] 
 
[Begin transcript of newspaper clipping] 
 
Decision, ‘Moral’ Wrong 
 
To The Commercial Appeal, 
 
 Normally good breeding and good taste would indicate silence concerning the recent horrible 
mistake of the Supreme Court, but I feel that our elected public leaders are entitled to strong support in 
their effort to correct this evil. In my opinion the decision handed down is a fundamental and moral 
wrong. 
 Since the NAACP professional bigots and the silly extremists have gloated so prominently, it 
appears to me an obligation of the general citizens to protest. 



 This decision may do some good in unmasking the NAACP which is now proven to be dedicated 
to dissension with no real interest in the general welfare of the people. 
 The onus is now on the other side of the fence, the NAACP and wild extremists have pushed 
things to where they will be forever on the defensive. 
 Even the public will gradually realize this and as the zealots continue to demand and demand 
their strength will diminish until this minority has only the power it merits. 
 
 [First name redacted] Clark 
 
[End transcript of newspaper clipping] 


