
Transcripts for three letters to Senator Gore following the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
in 1968. 

 

[Start Transcript of letter one of three] 

 

April 5, 1968 
 
Senator Albert Gore 
Room 1311 
New Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Senator Gore: 
 
 On CBS television last night from 11p.m. to midnight, Roy Wilkins, Whitney Young, and a 
reporter named Mr. Foster were interviewed on the death of their co-worker Dr. Martin Luther King. 
 
 These three men made clear that their friend’s assassination served to underscore the claims of 
those Negroes who preach violence in self-defense. They themselves felt that violence is not the answer, 
and urged their people not to desecrate the memory of their leader, a man of peace and love. But Mr. 
Young said repeatedly that the only genuine response which could be made by white people in America 
was to do something to uphold and honor the memory of this great friend of whites and Negroes alike—
to see to it that action was taken immediately on the civil rights bill currently before Congress. This they 
could do by writing their Congressmen and urging them to vote in favor of that bill. 
 
 Did they believe that white people would write such letters? No. Why not? Because although 
the majority of white bear no ill will toward the Negro, neither do they actively bear him good will. 
 
 A “yes” vote from you and others in places of leadership can help lighten the shame which all of 
us who say we believe in justice and equal opportunity must feel. There is no other responsible Christian 
position. 
 
        In confidence and hope, 
 
        (Mrs.) Nancy Bagby 
        212 Cherokee Road 
        Nashville, Tennessee 
 
[End Transcript of letter one of three] 
 
  



[Start transcript for letter two of three, which is a telegram from Western Union] 
 
1968 APR 5 PM 4 23 
 
Senator Albert S Gore 
Senate Office Bldg WashDC 
 
Ashamed of my white skin today. Give the Negroes civil rights laws to insure dignity, equality and self 
respect. 
 
 Mrs. Ruth Carter and Children 2607 West Linden. 
 
[End transcript for letter two of three] 
  



 
[Start transcript for letter three of three] 
 
Memphis State University 
 
April 5, 1968 
 
Senator Albert Gore 
The Senate 
The Congress of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Dear Senator Gore: 
 
 I am sure you share with me a snese of horror and deep shame over the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King here in the city of Memphis last night. 
 
 Thought [sic] I did not support his cause during his lifetime, I see now that it was a just cause, 
that he asked for what it was only right that the rest of us should give. We white Americans who live in 
decent comfort must help the plight of the poor colored and white people in this country. I urge you to 
support all legislature that would benefit them. 
 
 I have been proud of the stand you have taken on the Vietnam issue. Indeed, let us put that 
quixotic adventure aside and concentrate now on the very real and serious illness in this country. 
 
        Respectfully yours, 
 
        Frank Brantley 
        Assistant Professor of Spanish 
 
[End transcript of letter three of three] 
 
 
 


