
Transcript of three letters to Senator Gore and Representative Fulton on flag at half-mast following 
King’s assassination.  

[Start transcript of letter one of three] 

April 7, 1968 

Senator Gore 

The following signatures tell you and all the two faced politicians how they feel about LOWERING the 
flag to half mast for a person who talks about non-violence out of one side of hos [sic] mouth and was 
planning to break a law on the following Monday. 

One w.w. ll, Veteran fought Germans for 28 months and he believes King hated him and all whites more 
than the people he was fighting. I have never heard people speak so bitter toward the politicians as the 
men I work with. 

Did you make a statement on the cab driver that was slain in Knoxville Ten. the other day? He was just 
trying to make an honest living for his family. 

(List of 20+ signatures) 

[End transcript of letter one of three] 

  



{Start transcript of letter two of three] 

Emory Road, Route 1 
Powell, Tennessee 
April 5, 1968 
 
The Honorable Albert Gore 
United States Senate 
Washington D.C. 
 
Dear Senator: 
 
I am indeed an irate citizen. I have just heard that the American flag is to be flown at half mast in honor 
of Martin Luther King. Indeed, the assignation [sic] of King is a tragedy, not from the standpoint of his 
loss to the country for in my opinion he was a true enemy, but for the trouble it will cause, encouraged 
by the attitude and action of you people in Washington. 
 
I would like to voice my objections loud and clear that he is not due any more respect than the local cab 
driver that was called to Knoxville College (colored) for the sole purpose of murder. 
 
Our boys are dying in Vietnam by the hundreds weekly and no one seems to think of lowering the flag 
for them. Just how long do you law makers expect the love and undfying [sic] loyalty of the citizens to 
continue if this sort of thing persists.  
 
It seems that just as fast as you can enact laws, you are taking away the privileges of one to give to 
other. This is discrimination in reverse.  
 
Your truly, 
 
Mrs. Rose H. Mechling 
 
[End transcript of letter two of three] 
  



[Start transcript of letter three of three] 
 
May 21, 1968 
 
The Hon. Richard Fulton 
House of Representatives 
Washington D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Fulton: 
 
I am 22 years old and will be married on June 29. Today I reached a decision that I would like to pass 
along to you and every other public official in the United States. 
 
The hope of every young wife is to some day fulfill her roll [sic] as a woman in becoming a mother…I am 
no different. I love children and want them very much. But today I have desided [sic] that I would be 
committing an unforgivable sin to bring a child into this world…a world where a democratic government 
stands by and allows a minority group threaten to burn our nation capitol if they are not given 
everything they want on a silver platter, no matter what it cost the average WORKING American. I say to 
you, Mr. Congressman, and every other public official, if you give in to their demands we would be 
better off if Washington and the whole country were burned. If they get by with this, then this country 
has rotted to the core and should be destroyed, out of mercy. 
 
I am a person who has always tingled with pride at the sight of our flag atop a flagpole. But everyday I 
tingle less. 
 
Is it right to bring a child into a world where we work hard to give it a few of life’s pleasures, only to 
have them snatched away by a group of “Poor People” who can spend $4,000,000 to build a shanty-
town at the Lincoln Memorial? 
 
Is it right to bring a child into a world where thousands of young men go half way across the world to die 
for our freedom and to prevent communism…die unnoticed, and at home a controversial figure like Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. can be killed and flags are ordered lowered to half mats; a national day of 
mourning is declared; rioters are allowed to burn and loot our cities; and high public officials praise him 
as if he were God himself? 
 
Maybe it is right to bring an innocent baby into this world, if it is I hope God will forgive me for feeling 
the way I do. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Miss Peggy Maddox 
2500 A Ashwood Avenue 
Nashville, Tennessee 37212 
 
P.S. I am one of the lucky ones, the man I am going to marry spent 15 months in Viet Na  and came 
home alive. 
 
Copy to: 



The Hon. Howard Baker, Jr. 
The Hon. Albert gore 
The Hon. Richard Fulton, Nashville, Tennessee 
 
[End of transcript of letter three of three] 


