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4428 Cherrydale 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
April 5, 1968 
 
Senator Albert gore 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Senator Gore” 
 
I have today sent the following letter to Rep. Dan Kuykendall: 
 
Dear Mr. Kuykendall— 
 
The murder of Dr. Martin Luther King prompts me to write and urge you to vote for the Civil Rights bill 
now before the House. 
 
I feel that I and many other moderate whites have contributed to the current conditions in Memphis 
and in the country by our silence when extremists of both races have spoken out. The time has come for 
immediate action in peaceful and lawful ways to see that all people in this country have the same 
opportunities.  
 
The civil rights bill of 1964 has shown us that when laws are enacted, people accept them, however 
slowly and reluctantly. Negroes now eat in restaurants and stay in motels as do white citizens. I feel that 
we should go the rest of the way and enact the bill now before Congress. 
 
I urge you to vote in favor of this bill. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mary Ann Leonard 
 
I realize that the Senate has already passed this bill, but I urge you to use any influence you have to help 
speed this bill through the House. 
 
We are very new residents of Tennessee and can attest that the racial turmoil here is not unique to the 
South. But to “tell it like it is,” the fear and tension and horror and shame are occurring here and now 
and something must be done. 
 
I am afraid that if moderate Americans of any race do not speak and act now, our country will be torn 
apart.  



There is a faint glimmer of hope that we may at last be seeking away [sic] out of the terrible situation in 
Viet Nam. Perhaps in the same spirit, we may be able to work together for solutions to the violent and 
heartbreaking problems here at home. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mary Ann Leonard (Mrs. E.A.) 
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